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I am most grateful for the invitation to speak on this very 
significant, indeed historic, occasion.
I congratulate the Ministers on the important step they are 
about to take.
Today I wish to recall the deep motivations and the long 
processes that prepared for today’s signature, and to reflect 
on how the new Bologna-aligned Central Asian Higher 
Education Area can strengthen cooperation within and 
outside of its boundaries. 



In recent decades, Central Asian Universities have evolved 
rapidly, reinterpreting their common cultural and scientific 
heritage in the light of the construction of national cultures and 
identities.
Nonetheless, as in the case of higher education systems around 
the globe, the need for closer communication and cooperation 
– for the benefit of our young people and our societies – has 
prompted a search for meaningful shared parameters and 
common models.  



In today’s world, myriad factors point to the increasing need for 
internationalisation. Perhaps now, that we are physically 
separated by the pandemic, we are more aware than ever of 
- how connected our countries and societies are
- how only together can they reach our goals of peace and well-
being for our peoples.
Mobility of students and staff, for learning, teaching and research 
is one of the most powerful tools for reaching those goals. To 
achieve it our systems must communicate.



These are precisely the motives, on a European scale, that led 
to the signing of the Bologna Declaration in 1999.
At that same time in Central Asia academics, rectors and 
higher education authorities began to observe Bologna with 
interest, looking to the possibilities of cooperation and links 
with other countries.



At the Central Asian conference in Almaty in April 2004 I gave the 
keynote on «the Bologna Process». We were still at the 
beginning, but common interest was strong, and coordinated 
activities were already under way.

Tempus projects supporting modernisation of higher education 
institutions and systems had been active since the 1990s, and 
Central Asian countries were designing  their own initiatives, 
often looking toward ‘Bologna’: already in summer 2004, for 
example, Kyrgyz HEIs were designing new Tuning-based Bologna-
compatible curricula in Economics and Business Management.



In the following years, with Tempus, then Erasmus, support by 
the EU, as well as that of other countries and organizations, 
numerous links were developed between Central Asian and 
European and other universities.
It became possible to develop structural regional projects, to 
work together on for example on institutional governance, on 
output-based student-centered curricula and even to launch 
pilot regional mobility of students.
There was increasing interest in and knowledge about ECTS and 
the Bologna degree programme structure.



In other words, a gradual process of reciprocal exploration and 
co-creation has brought us to today’s Declaration. Here we see 
the idea of a Central Asian Higher Education Area becoming 
reality, with the intention of implementing a framework which 
will greatly facilitate dialogue and transparent communication 
with the EHEA – the Bologna area – and also with other countries 
and regions.
Not in order to become ‘the same’, but rather to be able to 
communicate our samenesses and differences in a transparent 
way. 



On this occasion, I want to underline the key word «process».
In the EHEA, as in the Central Asian HE Area, building on and 
extending our commitment to put our systems into fruitful 
communication is a «process», something that we continue to 
move forward over time.
It started with faraway goals: as cooperation and connection 
grow, new needs and new understandings emerge. The 
«process» continues and the goals are reset.



The «process» is not designed to make our higher education 
institutions and systems all alike. Its purpose is to make them 
effective and transparent in serving our complex societal needs.

Part of this is cooperation to achieve common goals, such as the 
United Nations Sustainable Development goals. 
Part is to develop, within an agreed framework, higher education 
provision suited to our own societies and our own learners. 

In other words, part is global, part is specifically adapted to the 
‘place’ and ‘places’, in a broad sense, that our HEIs serve. 



The CAHEA begins its official life looking toward the future, 
under excellent auspices.
Structures are planned to ensure continuity between Ministerial 
meetings: something that in the EHEA’s experience has shown to 
be of fundamental importance.
The CAHEA can build on the national and regional experience of 
higher education reform from the past decades. It looks toward 
Bologna, but forms an autonomous cooperation for sharing 
insights and finding solutions for its higher education insitutions 
and systems, and for its citizens.



The BFUG’s Coordination Group on Global Policy Dialogue (CG 
GPD) is mandated to develop stronger and closer dialogue with 
other macro-regional Higher Education Areas.
The CAHEA is a very special Area, as it has a long history of 
connection and interaction with ‘Bologna’, and one of its 
members, Kazahkstan, is a longtime member of the EHEA – a fact 
which we also celebrate today.
The CG GPD, its Co-chairs and members -- and I personally -- wish 
you all well in your great undertaking, and look forward to close 
and meaningful dialogue in the future.



Thank you!
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